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Claims 1-6 have been canceled. Claims 7-27 are pending. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 7, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Effertz and Henderson. 

Claims 7, 8, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Waggoner. 

Waggoner discloses an apparatus capable of insulating a beverage container comprising a 
first portion and a second portion, the first portion (sheet member 6) defining a cavity when 
rolled, the first portion having first and second axially extending edges aligned with the 
longitudinal axis of the sheet. The first portion includes a means for urging the edges toward one 
another as cord 12 and openings 10. The second portion (disk 13 and tongue 15) is located at a 
base end of the sheet 6, the second portion defining a base (disk 13) and a tongue (tongue 15), 
the tongue is disposed within the cavity of the first portion adjacent the first and second edges of 
the first portion. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 9-12, 20 and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Waggoner in view of Rankin, Sr. (Rankin). 

Re claim 9, Waggoner discloses the invention except for the connection between first and 
second portions being detachable or removable. Rankin teaches an insulating cover for a keg 
with a first sidewall-enclosing portion and a second base portion with a removable connection of 
tabs 38 and corresponding male and female snaps. It would have been obvious to substitute the 
connection of Rankin in place of Waggoner's permanent connection to provide easier storage of 
knockdown components and easier assembly such that heavy beverage containers (kegs) can be 
more easily placed on a base first before the sidewalls are connected rather than lifting the heavy 
container over a top open end of a device with the base connected to erect sidewalls. 

Re claim 20, the tongue is an extension of the strip and these two elements are one piece. 
Therefore, the tongue 15 of Waggoner is considered to have two portions connected as one 
piece, a strip proximal to the base and a tongue distal from the base. 

Claiml3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Waggoner in view 
of Rankin as applied to claiml2 above, and further in view of Bergman et al. (Bergman). 

The combination discloses the invention except for the slot in the sidewall. Bergman 
teaches a slot in the sidewall (see Fig. 8). It would have been obvious to modify the sidewall to 
have a slot to provide passage for a flexible tab allowing easier assembly and proper alignment 
of parts. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Waggoner in 
view of Allen et al. (Allen). 
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Waggoner discloses the invention except for the pull tab. Allen teaches a pull tab on the 
distal end of a tongue. It would have been obvious to add the pull tab to enhance the grip on the 
tongue. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Waggoner in 
view of Duncan et al. (Duncan). 

Waggoner discloses the invention except for the eyelets. Duncan teaches eyelets. It 
would have been obvious to add the eyelets to reinforce the cord openings of Waggoner to 
prevent the sheet material from tearing. 

Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waggoner in view of Duncan as applied to claimlS above, and further in view of Liu. 

Re claim 16, the combination discloses the invention except for the pull clamp. Liu 
teaches a pull clamp 20. It would have been obvious to add a pull clamp to tighten the cord so 
that the cord doesn't become loose and cause the beverage to fall or move within the cover. 

Re claim 17, Official notice is taken of elastic cord being well known. It would have 
been obvious to modify the cord to be elastic to provide the additional closing force of elasticity 
further holding the cover closed even when tied or clamped. 

Claims 21, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waggoner in view of Rankin as applied to claim 20 above, and further in view of Duncan, Liu 
and Allen. 

Re claims 21 and 22, the combination discloses the invention except for the eyelets. 
Duncan teaches eyelets. It would have been obvious to add the eyelets to reinforce the cord 
openings of Waggoner to prevent the sheet material from tearing. 


Application/Control Number: 10/732,866 


Page 5 


Art Unit: 3727 

Re claim 22, the combination discloses the invention except for the pull clamp. Liu 
teaches a pull clamp 20. It would have been obvious to add a pull clamp to tighten the cord so 
that the cord doesn't become loose and cause the beverage to fall or move within the cover. 

Re claim 23, the combination discloses the invention except for the pull tab. Allen 
teaches a pull tab on the distal end of a tongue. It would have been obvious to add the pull tab to 
enhance the grip on the tongue. 

Claim 27 is allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Castellano whose telephone number is 571-272-4535. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 6:30-5. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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